
 

 

 

 

 

The Lordõs Day, April 19, 2009 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊΧ 

Visitors 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƻŘŘ ǿŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎŜŜƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ .ƛōƭŜ-rich, Theme-integrated, Congregation-involved worship.  
We take our time in worship. God is worth that time, and we enjoy spending it gathered 
to Him as a congregation.  TƘƻǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ άǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
different and longΦέ  Now that you know that, use this booklet to make the most of it! 

We hope this booklet will help you follow alongτnot just by knowing what to do when, 
but especially by processing the wonderful things we are reading, hearing, singing, and 
seeing.  May the worship seem a little less strange and a little less long.  We pray that you 
will meet our wonderful God and hear about His good news for sinners, the very same 
news that keeps the rest of us sinners coming back week after week. 

Members 
Week by week, God gathers His family to Himself through the Lord Jesus, by the Holy Spirit.  
Though our congregation participates in these great family meetings to give ourselves as one 
body to God, we hear much when we are gathered.  These booklets are to be a help to you in 
continuing throughout the week to feed upon what you hear.  And as we do so, we will prepare 
ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΗ  

GOD 
This booklet is first and foremost for You, our God.  We thank You for accepting our 
worship through Jesus alone, for our efforts will never measure up.  But we want to 
give You the very best that we can, because You are infinitely worthy of the effort!  This 
ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
done.  Please glorify Yourself by using it in the worship and work of this church! 

Harvest Community this week 

This [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ April 19 
9a ς Bible Class for all ages 
10a ς Worship. Heb 2:10-12; Rev 13; Gen 23. GreetingτBob Hilbelink, LeaderτJames Hakim, 
NurseryτPikes 
6p ς Worship. Ps 122:3-4; Is 65; Rom 8:24-25. GreetingτB. Vander Plaats Family, LeaderτGary 
Vander Plaats, NurseryτB. Vander Plaats family 

Weekly Family Worship Suggestions 
tƭŜŀǎŜ άǘŀƪŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƘƻƳŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  hƴŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ Ƴŀƛƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ όнȄŎŀƭƭ 
to worship, serial reading, sermon) and assign them each to a day, M-Sat.  Using the worship 
booklet, in 10 minutes a day, you can use family devotional times significantly increase your 
benefit from and participation in the congregational worship services.  Not only will you be 
working from what you have just learned in worship, but the booklet contains the text, an 
explanation, and a song to sing for each reading. 

Because each part of the service goes sequentially through the Bible, feeding more upon the 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ 
will be especially helpful for children, if you have them, but we adults can also use help giving 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΗ  See more at http://home.harvestoc.net/   

If 10 ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ for your family (hopefully spiritual growth and health will 
increase appetite!), you can use any or all of the four through-the-.ƛōƭŜ άǘǊŀŎƪǎέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ 
http://heb412.us.   

Wednesday, April 22 
7p ς Prayer Meeting, Psalm 36 

bŜȄǘ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ April 26 
9a ς Bible Class for all ages 
10a ς Worship. Heb 2:13; Rev 14; Rom 8:26-27. GreetingτVander Harts, LeadingτBob 
Hilbelink, PreachingτRuss Herman, NurseryτWards 
6p ς Worship. Ps 122:5-7; Is 66; ????. GreetingτG. Vander Plaats Family, LeaderτMark 
Fedders, PreachingτRuss Herman, NurseryτGretchen Baugh 

You may contact Harvest by phone (712·395·0983), email (church@harvestoc.net), or post (209 
1st St. NE, OC, Iowa, 51041). If you would like information, prayer, counsel, or some other 
assistance please contact one of our elders:  

Mark Fedders (712·441·5096, mark@harvestoc.net)  
James Hakim (712·395·0983, james@harvestoc.net) 
Bob Hilbelink (712·441·3925, bob@harvestoc.net) 
Gary Vander Hart (712·722·2597, garyvh@harvestoc.net)  

http://harvestoc.net  

http://home.harvestoc.net/
http://heb412.us/


Morning Worship Assembly, 10a.m. 

Call to Worship ς Hebrews 2:10-12 
10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11For he who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed 
to call them brothers, 12saying, "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the 
congregation I will sing your praise." 

Jesus has always been perfect in Himself.  But, through what did He become the perfect founder 
of our salvation, our perfect trailblazer into glory?  Suffering! Jesus was humiliated to become a 
man, suffer, and die the death of the cross. In each of these, Jesus identified Himself with His 
people. 

And v12 teaches the wonderful truth that His identifying with us is a special focus in corporate 
worship.  When Christian congregations sing GodΩs praise, Jesus Himself is singing; Jesus Himself 
is άtelling of GodΩs nameέ to us and calling us His brothers.  This is why Col 3:16 says that our 
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is a form of άadmonishing one anotherέ in which άthe 
word of Christ dwell[s] in [us] richlyέ! 

STANDINGSong ς #303, Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
Let us then have this word of Christ to dwell richly in us, admonishing one another in song! 

 

 

 

 

STANDINGPrayer for Help 
And lŜǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǎ ǿŜ ascribe glory and honor to Jesus, our Sacrifice! 

Serial Reading ς Revelation 13 
1And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems 

on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; 
its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his 
power and his throne and great authority. 3One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, 
but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 
4And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?"   

5And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies 
against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7Also 
it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over 
every tribe and people and language and nation, 8and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb who was slain. 9If anyone has an ear, let him hear: 10If anyone is to be taken 



captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be 
slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.   

11Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. 12It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the 
earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13It 
performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 
14and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who 
dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword 
and yet lived. 15And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image 
of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the 
beast to be slain. 16Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and 
slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17so that no one can buy or sell unless 
he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18This calls for 
wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man, and his number is 666. 

The first beast, that rose from the sea is familiar to us from Daniel 7:4-6. Satan gives it his trappings, 
making it an image of himself.  Since Roman emperors lifted their own names up as divine, the saints who 
first received Revelation would have had no doubt as to what this beast was, with its ten blasphemous 
names.  And just in case they did, v10 is very clear: this is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 

How can we endure its attacks? v3 teaches us that just as the Lamb stands as though it was slain (5:6, cf. 
v8) but truly has risen from being slain, so also the beastΩs healing is only apparent, and its wound is 
indeed mortal.  v5 teaches us that this is the time-period of our invincible witnessing and unassailable 
nourishment.  v7 teaches us that as fearful as it is, the beast is on a leashτit may only do what it is 
permitted.  v10 teaches us that God has already planned exactly what will happen to us. What wonderful, 
comforting truths before the beast of all political and secular authority that sets itself against the church! 

The second beast, that rose from the earth, is an image of Jesus Himself, also seen in Dan 8:3. Whereas the 
beast from the sea represented secular institutions against the church, this one is a careful imitation of the 
church, a religious institution that puts something else in the place of Christ. False religion rarely jumps up 
and down and screams, άI am a cheap imitation of the gospel that can give you no life!έ  Rather, it comes 
in attractive and impressive packaging like that in vv13-15.  We see from experience and in v16 that it 
even advances its own sacraments in the place of ChristΩs true sacraments. But again note the άit is 
allowedέ in v14 and  άit was allowedέ in v15. God is still in complete control. 

All attempts at Gematria with 666 (assigning numbers to letters and adding them up) to come up with a 
specific individual, have failed (you have to misspell the words first, or translate them into other 
languages, or take arbitrary starting and stopping points).  This is not because the meaning is too difficult; 
but, because we are trying to be too sophisticated.  The first beast was a parody of Satan; the second is a 
parody of Christ, and the number is a parody of 777.  In a book where Biblical numerology gives clear, 
comforting, true interpretation, it makes sense to continue with Biblical numerology, rather than resort to 
Gematria.  666, then, is a reminder that all of manΩs religious efforts fall short: worshiping or trusting 
anything other than Christτno matter how impressiveτputs you in a hopeless position: man without God. 

STANDINGSong ς #273, Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
Let us therefore sing praise of our King, who reigns now and guarantees our own victory! 

 

 

 

 



Congregational Prayer 
¢ƘŜ ΨŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΩ ƛǎ a prayer in which the entire congregation joins the 
leader in thought, feeling, and decision (mind, heart, and will). In the morning 
prayer, we have been praying through the Ten Commandments, and we come back 
this week to the sixth commandment. The following are our congregations current 
ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΥ 

 IŀǊǾŜǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΣ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΣ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΤ officer 
training and election 

 The church around the world, the PCA, our Presbytery, our children, our visitors, 
our community, our country, the world. 

 National morality, universities, mainline churches, seminaries 

 Celestinτfamily, ministry to Muslims, efforts to help Congolese Presbyterians 
with farming 

 MTW, SAT-7, MERF, ITEM, Gideons, Gospel for Asia, and other world mission 
works 

 The persecuted church and the church in troubled areas: Iraq, Zimbabwe, 
Georgia, Israel, Iran, Russia, Congo, India, China, North Korea, etc. 

 Wilma Nibbelink ς at Indian Hills, another setback with meds, needs to gain 
weight, grow strength 

 Joel De Groot ς prostate cancer, surgery May 19 

 Jacob De Groot ς air national guard basic training 

 Carla Van Essendelft (sister-in-law) ς pregnant, (has had three consecutive 
miscarriages) 

 Heather Hakim ς due end of November 

 Adam and Kim Doughan ς expecting, end of June 

 AlŜǘƘŜŀ CŜŘŘŜǊǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ .ǊŀŘ ςrecovering from car wreck, shattered tibia 

 RobinτDƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴe involved 

 tŀȄǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǾery 

 Jonathan Vander Plaats ςin Africa on mercy mission 

 Ron De Groot ς looking for work, physical and spiritual progress, Christian friends 

 FeddersΩ brother in law with bladder cancer and friend with bone cancer 

 The Rowenhorst FamilyτwŀƴŘȅΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎΣ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ 

Morning Sermon Text ς Genesis 23 
1Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2And Sarah 

died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in 
to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 3And Abraham rose up from before his 
dead and said to the Hittites, 4"I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give 
me property among you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my 
sight." 5The Hittites answered Abraham, 6"Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of 
God among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will 
withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your dead." 7Abraham 
rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land. 8And he said to them, "If 
you are willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me and entreat 
for me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, 
which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me 
in your presence as property for a burying place." 10Now Ephron was sitting 
among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of 
the Hittites, of all who went in at the gate of his city, 11"No, my lord, hear me: I 
give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the sight of the sons of 
my people I give it to you. Bury your dead." 12Then Abraham bowed down before 
the people of the land. 13And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of 
the land, "But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it from me, 
that I may bury my dead there." 14Ephron answered Abraham, 15"My lord, listen 
to me: a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver, what is that between 
you and me? Bury your dead." 16Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham 
weighed out for Ephron the silver that he had named in the hearing of the 
Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights current among 
the merchants.   

17So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the 
field with the cave that was in it and all the trees that were in the field, 
throughout its whole area, was made over 18to Abraham as a possession in the 
presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city. 19After this, 
Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of 
Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20The field and the cave that is in 
it were made over to Abraham as property for a burying place by the Hittites. 



Morning Sermon ς Grieving with Hope 
As we consider this passage we will think about: 

(1) The Significance of Sarah 
(2) The Grief of a Godly Husband 
(3) The Hope of the Resurrection 
(4) The Habits of Hope 

Notes: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDINGSong ς #540, A Few More Years Shall Roll 
Let us sing our dependence upon Christ in this short preparation for a long, glad eternity

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDINGBENEDICTION 
God dismisses our gatherings with blessings that are certain in Christ!. 

STANDINGSong of Response ς #274, Refrain only, of Thine Be the GloryΧ 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquΩring Son; 

Endless is the victΩry Thou oΩer death hast won. 

PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE WORSHIP SERIVCEτLET US GREET 
AND WELCOME ONE ANOTHER IN CHRIST! 



Evening Worship Assembly, 6p.m. 
STANDINGCall to Worshipς Ps 122:3-4 

3Jerusalem--built as a city that is bound firmly together,   
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,   
      as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

This psalm of joy in corporate worship continues.  In vv3-4 we sing our joy in GodΩs great design for 
His people (v3), in GodΩs possession of His people (v4a), and in GodΩs commands for His chosen people 
(v4b). In corporate worship, we see a clear, joyous display of all 3! 

STANDINGSong ς Psalm 122 
We are blessed with an excellent arrangement of this psalm; let us sing it with gladness! 

 

 

 

 
STANDINGPrayer for Help 

Let us pray for the help of the Holy Spirit, that we might worship through Christ in truth! 

Serial Reading ς Isaiah 65 
1I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found 

by those who did not seek me. I said, "Here am I, here am I," to a nation that was not 
called by my name. 2I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk 
in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 3a people who provoke me to my 
face continually, sacrificing in gardens and making offerings on bricks; 4who sit in 
tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat pig's flesh, and broth of tainted 
meat is in their vessels; 5who say, "Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too 
holy for you." These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. 6Behold, it 
is written before me: "I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into 
their bosom 7both your iniquities and your fathers' iniquities together, says the LORD; 
because they made offerings on the mountains and insulted me on the hills, I will 
measure into their bosom payment for their former deeds."   

8Thus says the LORD: "As the new wine is found in the cluster, and they say, 'Do not 
destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,' so I will do for my servants' sake, and not destroy 
them all. 9I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, and from Judah possessors of my 
mountains; my chosen shall possess it, and my servants shall dwell there. 10Sharon shall 
become a pasture for flocks, and the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, for 
my people who have sought me. 11But you who forsake the LORD, who forget my holy 
mountain, who set a table for Fortune and fill cups of mixed wine for Destiny, 12I will 
destine you to the sword, and all of you shall bow down to the slaughter, because, 
when I called, you did not answer; when I spoke, you did not listen, but you did what 
was evil in my eyes and chose what I did not delight in."   



13Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, my servants shall eat, but you shall be 
hungry; behold, my servants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty; behold, my servants 
shall rejoice, but you shall be put to shame; 14behold, my servants shall sing for 
gladness of heart, but you shall cry out for pain of heart and shall wail for breaking of 
spirit. 15You shall leave your name to my chosen for a curse, and the Lord GOD will put 
you to death, but his servants he will call by another name. 16So that he who blesses 
himself in the land shall bless himself by the God of truth, and he who takes an oath in 
the land shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten and 
are hidden from my eyes.   

17"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall 
not be remembered or come into mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I 
create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. 19I 
will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the 
sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 20No more shall there be in it an infant who 
lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man 
shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their 
fruit. 22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain or bear children for 
calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their 
descendants with them. 24Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I 
will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain," says the LORD. 

vv1-2a magnify the amazing grace of God against the startling picture in vv2b-5a of how 
offensive man-made religion is to God. The first half of v5 captures exactly what we are 
doing when we decide where and how to worship: we are turning the relationship 
completely upside down as if to say that we are too holy for God. Against this backdrop of 
grace extended to the undeserving, then, we see how intensely serious is this issue of God-
made worship over and against man-made worship, for the grace of vv1-2a is replaced in 
vv5b-7 by consuming, fiery wrath.  Even in the New Testament, we are cautioned to offer 
worship that is acceptable, with reverence and awe, because our God is a consuming fire 
(Heb 12:28-29)! 

But even our best efforts can never hope to follow GodΩs directions perfectly, and to 
produce a perfectly reverent and awed heart before Him; are we then doomed?!  Praise 
God for v8Χ for the  sake of His servant, for the sake of Jesus Christ, God shows grace!  

As God goes into the comparison between those whom He is redeeming, and those whom 
He is damning, we see two more tremendous sins: (1) believing or acting as if there is such 
a thing as luck, as if God Himself does not rule and overrule in all things, v11; and, (2) 
choosing other pleasures over God Himself and His pleasures, particularly with respect to 
worship, where God calls and speaks (v12). 

In the comparison section (vv13-15), God announces that He will indeed judge and make a 
sharp, directly-opposite distinction between His chosen in Christ (His servants) and the 
rest of the άallέ of v8.   

And so in the New Heavens and New Earth, He will be called άthe God of truth.έ The 
Hebrew word άEmmetέ means more than just ΨtruthΩ in the narrow sense; it combines the 
idea of factual accuracy with those of enduring faithfulness and absolute reliability. 

WeΩre familiar with this New Creation, because we were just hearing from Rom 8:18-23 
about how it would come at our glorification in resurrection.  It is worth nothing that this 
is a new creation, not the old one with a divine makeover.  The word for creating in vv17-
18 is άbaraέτ creating out of nothing, a word that only has God as its subject in the Old 
Testament, because only God can create from nothing! 

And we see in Isaiah 65 exactly the same connection as we saw last week.  The reason 
God creates a New Heaven and a New Earth, is that He is creating a New Jerusalem: He is 
making a church, which is a new creation (cf. 2Cor 5:17, Gal 6:14-15).  In Isaiah 25:6-8 (cf. 
Ψmy holy mountainΩ in v25), Isaiah has already told us that there will be no death here.  
v20 is not contradicting that; it is saying that άforeverέ is so long that if you were to die at 
a hundred, you would be considered but a boy, or an accursed sinner.  The point in v20 is 
that this will NOT happen in the New Heavens and Earth.  There will be NO DEATH at all; 
in fact, there will not even be pain or strife or destruction, even among the animals of New 
Earth.  Such is the creation that God will make out of nothing for His church in the end! 

Indeed, then, we will άbe glad and rejoice FOREVER,έ v18! We will be a city which is a joy 
and a people who are a gladness! 

 



STANDINGSong ς #110, Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah 

Shall we not now sing our joy in this hope? Let us use Ps 148, enlisting all creation for aid! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


